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CHARLES F. GUNTHER COLLECTION. 

The important collection of historical material of the 
late Charles F. Gunther of Chicago has been acquired by the 
Chicago Historical Society. 

Mr. Gunther spent a great deal of money and devoted 
much time to building up this collection. He was a shrewd 
business man, and he bought his collection through business 
methods. He began in a small way, and of course his knowl- 
edge increased as he became familiar with the objects offered 
him by dealers and private individuals. As time passed his 
reputation as a dealer became well known, and he purchased 
manuscripts, pictures of all kinds, oil and water color por- 
traits, engravings, prints and photographs, various articles 
connected with the lives of historical personages, and some 
books and pamphlets. The great value of the collection lies 
in its manuscripts and pictures. The Chicago Historical 
Society will probably dispose of some items of the collection 
not within the scope of its work. 

Committees have been formed to raise the money neces- 
sary for the purchase of the collection. A committee of ladies 
has been instrumental in raising the fifty thousand dollars 
required as a first payment. The purchase price is one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, but a reasonable time will be 
allowed the Society by the Gunther family in which to raise 
the money. 
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Mr. Gunther at one time offered the collection to the city 
of Chicago as a gift on the condition that a fire-proof build- 
ing be erected in which to care for it and make it accessible 
to the public. The city not having accepted the gift on these 
conditions, it became on the death of Mr. Gunther the prop- 
erty of his wife and son. The collection contains some rare 
Lincoln material and some very valuable early Chicago his- 
torical material. It also includes Shakespeare material, and 
material relating to the life of Napoleon Bonaparte. It will 
require years to arrange and classify the collection. 

Many of the most prominent men and women of Chicago 
formed the committees for its purchase and in doing so ex- 
pressed the opinion that the Chicago Historical Society is 
one of the most valuable and potent forces for good in the 
city of Chicago. Its influence extends to all educational or 
cultural movements. Its officials are called upon for advice 
and aid in all observances, exhibitions and pageants, and the 
Society welcomes to its rooms all ages and classes of citizens. 
Nearly all distinguished visitors to the city are entertained 
by the Society. They are taken to see the collection in order 
that they may visualize and in some measure acquire an idea 
of the development of Chicago and the northwest. 

Nearly all private collections, like that of Mr. Gunther, 
upon the death of their owners are sold and scattered. It is 
indeed fortunate that this great collection has been purchased 
by an institution where it will be preserved. Of course some 
items are to be sold but these may be called collections in 
themselves. 

Major William H. Lambert of Philadelphia who died a 
few years ago owned what was then the greatest collection 
of Lincolniana in existence. When he died no one of his 
family felt able to keep the collection intact and so it was sold 
at auction, item by item, and the collection is now widely 
scattered. Dealers prefer to sell historical material to in- 
dividual collectors for it is then almost sure at some time to 
come again on the market and it usually commands a higher 
price. 

When State Societies or strong institutions purchase 
material, it is not likely to again be offered for sale. It is 
permanently placed. In all sales some rare articles become 
lost to the knowledge of the dealers. A private collector in 
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a small way may purchase them or an individual may for 
some personal reason acquire some item. It is sometimes 
years before they are traced. 

Historical Societies are much more than custodians of 
interesting material. They serve many practical uses. Files 
of newspapers are used daily in practical business affairs. 
Unless people know of some agency willing to receive and 
care for it much valuable and interesting historical material 
is actually thrown away or destroyed. Old letters, diaries, 
plats of towns or of subdivisions of towns are greatly prized 
by historical societies. 

The Illinois State Historical Society from time to time 
issues a circular describing the kind of material wanted. 
Members of the Society should be its field workers, its special 
agents in securing it. The Historical Society urges its mem- 
bers to do this work as their individual service and contribu- 
tion to the Society and to the extension of its work and in- 
fluence. 



AMERICAN INDIAN DAY. 
September 24. 

American Indian Day was celebrated throughout Illinois 
on September 24. The day has been set aside by the Legisla- 
ture for "appropriate exercises in commemoration of the 
American Indians.' ' Programs were given in public schools. 
The exercises in the Chicago district were under the auspices 
of the Indian Fellowship league, organized last March. Gov- 
ernor Lowden is an honorary member of the league. Milf ord 
Chandler is president. 

One of the features of the celebration was a real Indian 
camp in the forest preserve at Palatine on the Wisconsin 
division of the Chicago and Northwestern railroad. Indian 
chiefs from surrounding states representing all the tribes 
which formerly roamed Illinois, pitched their tepees near 
Camp Beinberg in Palatine and held their various ceremonies 
and dances for three days. 
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ILLINOIS WOMEN MAY VOTE AS SOON AS SECRE- 
TARY OF STATE COLBY ISSUES THE 
OFFICIAL PROCLAMATION. 

Illinois women excepting those residing in cities that 
have election commissioners, will be enfranchised the minute 
Secretary Colby issues the proclamation of suffrage ratifica- 
tion. In all cities, towns, villages, townships and counties, 
except where the election commission has been adopted, no 
registration is required, and the women may vote on election 
day. In the ten or eleven cities having election commissioners 
a registration before August 25 is necessary as this is the 
last day to register before the September primaries. 



DEATH OF CAPTAIN L. R. LONG 

Captain Lother Raymond Long, a marine officer on duty 
in France, met a mysterious death, according to advices re- 
ceived by the navy department, September 7, 1920. Captain 
Long was a native of Illinois. His body was found at Bayron- 
ville, France. His death was the result of a gunshot wound. 



ILLINOIS COAL COMPANY BUYS $1,000,000 WORTH OF 
COAL PROPERTIES 

Transfer of the properties of the Pittsburgh Coal Com- 
pany in Sangamon, Macoupin, Montgomery, and Bond coun- 
ties, which are among the best workings in the central part 
of the State, to the Illinois Coal and Coke Company, was an- 
nounced September 6, 1920. The consideration was said to 
be $1,000,000. The Montour mines north of Springfield, and 
those at Virden and Girard together with all equipments and 
25,000 acres of coal lands adjoining, are included in the 
transfer. 

The present output of about 30,000 tons a month will be 
increased by the new company, and the shaft at Auburn, 
which has been sealed for several years, will be reopened. 
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"THE FOUNTAIN OF TIME." 
Lorado Taft's Masterpiece. 

The plaster model of "The Fountain of Time," Lorado 
Taft's heroic sculptured group, was completed Tuesday, 
August 24, after years of work by Mr. Taft. It stands at 
the head of the Midway on the west side of Cottage Grove 
Avenue. On September 1, 1920, the water for the first time 
was turned on in the great fountain. The allegorical group 
comprises scores of figures, arising from mystery, moving 
through life, and vanishing in mystery. Some are danc- 
ing, some proceed sorrowfully, some are Galahads, some are 
satyrs. Towering over all is Mr. Taft's conception of Father 
Time. The huge, weird figure dominates the movement of 
the pushing throng it faces. 

Lorado Taft is a professor in the Art Institute, and an 
associate professor of the University of Illinois. During the 
war he taught art in several of the American Expeditionary 
Forces Universities in France. He ranks among the greatest 
of American sculptors. 



JULIET L. BANE APPOINTED STATE LEADER OF 
HOME ECONOMIC EXTENSION SERVICE. 

Juliet L. Bane has been appointed state leader of home 
economic extension service in Illinois and associate professor 
of home economics at the University of Illinois. She received 
her A. B. degree at the University and her A. M. degree at 
Chicago. She did emergency work in the food conservation 
program during the war with the central west as her territory. 



DR. W. N. C. CARLTON, LIBRARIAN OF THE NEW- 
BERRY LIBRARY, CHICAGO, APPOINTED 
LIBRARIAN OF THE AMERICAN 
LIBRARY IN PARIS 

Dr. W. N. C. Carlton, for the last ten years librarian of 
the Newberry library in Chicago, has been appointed librarian 
of the American library in Paris, and European representa- 
tive of the American Library Association in all library activi- 
ties in Europe. Dr. Carlton will also have under his 
immediate direction the A. L. A. library at Coblenz. 
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RAIL COMPANIES DISSOLVE, 

Notices of dissolution of the Alton & Southern Railroad 
Company and of the Alton & Southern Railway, both of East 
St. Louis, were filed August 11, with the Secretary of State. 



ILLINOIS TOWN LEADS IN PROPORTIONATE IN- 
CREASE IN POPULATION IN CENSUS REPORTS 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

Georgia's 1920 population, with the exception of one 
enumeration district not returned by the supervisor, is 
2,893,601, the Census Bureau announced August 2. Ten years 
ago the population was 2,609,121. The rate of growth for the 
ten years was 10.9 per cent, the smallest in the history of the 
State. 

Wood River, in Madison county, Illinois, is given a popu- 
lation of 3,476, an increase of 4,038.1 per cent That is the 
highest rate of growth shown by any place in the United 
States thus far in the fourteenth census. Wood River's 1910 
population was 84. Part of the town's large increase was 
due to the annexation of Benbow City, which had a population 
of 205, and East Wood River which had 400 people ten years 
ago. 



ISHAM RANDOLPH, DRAINAGE CANAL BUILDER, 

DEAD. 

Isham Randolph, widely known Chicago civil engineer, 
who as chief engineer of the sanitary district directed the 
building of the drainage canal, died August 2, at his home, 
1365 East Forty-eighth Street, Chicago, of bronchial pneu- 
monia. He was 72 years old. 

Mr. Randolph, at one time considered for leadership in 
the completion of the Panama Canal, was a self made engi- 
neer. To use his own terms he " broke into the engineering 
ranks with an ax nearly fifty years ago." 

Born in Virginia on March 25, 1848, the outbreak of the 
Civil War in his boyhood and the subsequent blasting of his 
family fortunes in the strife, forced him to forego a technical 
education. 
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His first position was with the old Winchester and Stras- 
burg railway, doing the humblest and hardest of work with the 
engineers and surveyors. There he remained until 1872, when 
he entered the service of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, 
making surveys up the Chicago extension of the line. In 1880 
he came to Chicago as chief engineer of the Chicago and 
Western Indiana railroad. After other important railway 
work he established himself in Chicago in 1888 as a civil engi- 
neer in general practice. When the decision was reached to 
construct the drainage canal, he was the fifth man chosen as 
chief engineer. When he entered upon this work, June 7, 
1893, only about 5 per cent of the work had been done. It was 
he who, on the night of January 17th, 1900, led a party to the 
gates at Lockport and let the water through from the lake for 
the first time to head off an injunction which he had learned 
was to be asked of the Supreme court at Washington by 
St. Louis next day. In 1903, as the canal was nearing com- 
pletion, Mr. Eandolph became involved with Lyman E. Cooley, 
its first engineer, regarding mechanical problems presented. 
The controversy attracted nation-wide attention, but Mr. 
Randolph was able to demonstrate the correctness of his 
theories and the canal was completed successfully. 

In 1907 Mr. Randolph resigned as chief engineer of the 
district and accepted the position of consulting engineer. 
From 1905 to 1906 he was a member of many civic and engi- 
neering bodies and was active in his profession in many na- 
tional and civic engineering projects. 

Among his important works, aside from the canal, was 
the obelisk dam above the Horseshoe Falls at Niagara. His 
own design, it revolutionized dam construction in this country, 
being built upright and later tipped over into the stream. 

Mr. Randolph is survived by his wife, Mrs. Mary Henry 
Taylor Randolph, whom he married at Chicago in 1882 and a 
son, Robert Isham Randolph. 



C. H. MACDOWELL MADE KNIGHT OF CROWN BY 
ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. 

Charles H. MacDowell, president of the Armour Fertil- 
izer Works, who served the government as a "dollar a year 
man" during the war, was officially notified August 2, by the 
Italian government commission that he has been made a 
Knight of the Crown of Italy. Mr. MacDowell worked with 
the Italians, both in Washington and in Paris, assisting them 
in economic problems. In addition to the Italian decoration, 
Mr. MacDowell has also received the Order of Commander, 
Crown of Belgium, from King Albert and the French Cross 
of the Legion of Honor. He was a member of the United 
States Peace Commission. 



EDWARD BURGESS BUTLER GIVES PASADENA, 
CALIFORNIA, SITE FOR ART MUSEUM. 

Edward Burgess Butler, art connoisseur, who retired 
from the presidency of Butler Brothers, wholesale merchants 
of Chicago, six years ago, has donated the site for a new Art 
Museum for the city of Pasadena, California. Mr. Butler, 
whose home is in Winnetka, is at present in Pasadena. Mr. 
Butler was 60 years old when he gave up the presidency of 
his firm to Homer A. Stillwell. At the time he said he wanted 
to "play." He was 16 years old when he began his career 
with the firm of Butler, Rogers & Co., in Boston as bundle boy. 
When he retired he immediately took up the study of art. 

Mr. Butler is a director of the Chicago Art Institute, and 
donor of the George Inness room of paintings. He has 
achieved some fame as a painter of California landscapes. 



ILLINOIS TO PAY $60,000 FOR OLD CAPITOL AT 

VANDALIA. 

Major Joseph C. Burtchi of Vandalia closed a contract 
with the State in Vandalia, August 5, for the sale of the old 
Vandalia Court House, which at one time was the Illinois 
capitol. The State will pay $60,000 for the historic building 
and preserve it as a memorial. 
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ILLINOIS WATERWAY. 

Actual construction work on the Illinois Waterway for 
which an expenditure of $20,000,000 was authorized in an 
amendment to the State constitution voted in 1908, will begin 
the middle of October, it was announced on September 9 by 
Director Frank I. Bennett of the State Department of Public 
Works and Buildings. 

The first work will be done at Marseilles and Starved 
Eock. The project, the culmination of over 100 years of agita- 
tion, will extend from Lockport, on the Des Plaines River, a 
distance of sixty-five miles, and will connect approximately 
15,000 miles of improved waterways in the Mississippi Valley 
and make continuous navigation between the Mississippi 
River and the Great Lakes. 



LAKES-TO-GULF LOCK CONTRACT TO BE LET SOON. 

Governor Frank O. Lowden said Tuesday, August 
31st, in a report received by the federal power commission at 
Washington, that the great lakes to the gulf waterway has 
taken on definite shape, and that the contract for one of the 
locks will be let within a few days. It will be part of the 
Lockport-Utica inland waterway link, which, when completed, 
will give 15,000 miles of inland waterways for barge trans- 
portation between the great lakes and the gulf. 

In his letter, Governor Lowden asked for surplus water 
from the link for the development of power. Because of the 
great expense, plans for detailed power development have not 
been prepared, Governor Lowden said. He said federal ap- 
proval would be asked first. 



LAKES TO GULF CONTRACT. 

Bids for construction of the Marseilles lock, the first step 
in the three year $20,000,000 program which will connect 
Chicago and the Great Lakes with the Gulf of Mexico, were 
opened Monday, October 18, 1920, in the offices of the State 
department of public works and buildings. Five firms sub- 
mitted bids. Green & Sons Co., 563 McCormick building, bid 
$1,373,115, the lowest offer and the contract probably will go 
to that company. 
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M. G. Barnes, chief engineer of the division of waterways 
said: "According to the terms of the contract, which will 
probably be awarded in a few days, construction must be 
started in thirty days and completed within two years. That 
means Thanksgiving Day will see work on the lock well under 
way. 

"Specifications for the construction of the lock and dam 
at Starved Rock have been prepared and will be advertised, 
and the first of the year should see work on this improvement 
started. Then contracts for the deepening and widening of 
the channel will be let, and the entire improvement will be 
under way. 

"We are working on a three year program and at the 
end of that time, Chicago will be connected with the Missis- 
sippi Valley by thousands of miles of improved waterways, 
and the Great Lakes to the Gulf channel, the result of 100 
years of agitation, will be a reality. ' ' 
Other bids received were : 

Bates & Rogers $1,547,152.50 

Oscar Daniels Company 1,610,588.00 

Grant Smith & Co 1,825,659.20 

Thompson, Black & Co 2,200,513.00 



ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL CHURCH, NEW BERLIN, 
ILLINOIS, CELEBRATES 50TH ANNIVERSARY. 

Several hundred people from Springfield, Chatham, 
Jacksonville, Pleasant Plains, Farmington and Edinburg 
joined in the celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of St. 
John's Evangelical Lutheran Church at New Berlin, Illinois, 
October 4th. Both dinner and supper were served in the hall 
at the high school, and over six hundred persons were in 
attendance. 

The ministers were, Rev. E. Wegehaupt and wife, Chat- 
ham, Illinois ; Rev. J. Kuppler and wife, Jacksonville, Illinois ; 
Rev. E. Gross, Pleasant Plains; Prof. R. Neitzel and wife, 
Concordia College; Rev. J. Herzer and wife, and Prof. R. 
Schoknect and wife, all of Springfield. 

Divine service in the German language was held at 10 :00 
o'clock in the morning, with a sermon by Rev. Fedderson. 
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Rev. Frederick Brand, pastor of Trinity Evangelical Lu- 
theran church preached the sermon in the afternoon and the 
evening speaker was Prof. L. Wessel of Concordia College, 
Springfield. Special music was a feature of the day's pro- 
gram. Miss M. Meyer, accompanied by Prof. Schoknect on 
the organ, sang a beautiful solo. 

Rev. H. Wittrock, who has been pastor of the church since 
1912, has resigned and will serve the Lutheran Church at 
Mt. Pulaski. He will leave in the course of a few weeks. 
Prof. R. Neitzel of Concordia College, Springfield, will serve 
the congregation until Rev. Wittrock 's successor is named. 
A call has been extended to Rev. Claudius Hein of Minnesota. 



MRS. SUSANNA DAVIDSON FRY, PIONEER WORKER 
AMONG WOMEN, DIES. 

Funeral services for Mrs. Susanna Davidson Fry were 
held in Bloomington, Illinois, October 12, 1920. Mrs. Fry was 
a pioneer worker in behalf of women's interests. For many 
years she held the chair of belles-lettres in Illinois Wesleyan 
University, and was one of the judges of the liberal arts de- 
partment of the Chicago World's Fair. She was a prominent 
worker in the Women's Christian Temperance Union, and an 
intimate friend of Frances E. Willard. 



IMMIGRANTS TO CHICAGO APPROACH 
PRE-WAR TOTAL. 

Miss Grace Abbott, executive secretary of the Illinois 
Immigrants' commission, says the number of foreigners ar- 
riving in Chicago is fast approaching the total who came 
before the war. She says the State is sure to have new prob- 
lems to deal with as a result of the influx. 

The people now arriving come from suffering and devas- 
tated regions of Europe, and will no doubt bear the impress 
of what they have endured during the last six years. 

The Illinois Commission expects to achieve results by 
study of the changing conditions, by keeping in touch with 
immigrant groups, and by making accessible to them official 
and private agencies, which can be of assistance during their 
period of readjustment. 
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GOVERNOR LOWDEN NAMES PILGRIM COMMITTEE. 

The 300th anniversary of the landing of the Pilgrims was 
celebrated in New York City in September under auspices of 
the Sulgrave Institution. On September 18, a reception of 
guests from England and Holland was held on the arrival of 
the ship Caronia. 

The committee appointed by Governor Lowden for Illinois 
to act with the Sulgrave Institute in promoting the Tercenten- 
ary celebration, was composed of the following named 
persons : 

General Charles Dawes Miss Cornelia Williams 

Rev. William 0. Waters Mrs. Henry Purmot 

Mrs. Seymour Morris, Frank A. Alden 

Paul Blatchf ord Emmons J. Alden 

John W. Alvord Charles Alden 

Edgar M. Snow Miss Caroline Alden Huling 

Rev. J. J. K. McClure 



CHICAGO TYPOGRAPHICAL UNION UNVEILS TAB- 

LET IN MEMORY OF MEMBERS WHO FELL 

IN THE WORLD WAR. 

A bronze tablet in honor of the members of Chicago Typo- 
graphical Union, No. 16, "who made the supreme sacrifice" 
during the war, was dedicated in Elmwood Cemetery, Sep- 
tember 12, by the Union. 

On the tablet are inscribed the names of Roy J. Broder- 
son, Frank Devaney, Emil Kummer, Francis B. Laramie, 
Gerald D. Martin, Felix W. McGlone, Frank T. McNally, 
George F. Miller, Paul R. Motzny, W. H. Niemann, Robert S. 
Smith, Thomas F. Stanek, Joseph J. Witzel, Frank B. Swift 
and William Zalavak. 

The Rev. F. C. Spalding prayed, there was a roll call, a 
volley of farewell shots, and a solitary bugle blowing taps. 
After the tablet had been unveiled there were addresses by 
Lieut. Col. Gordon Johnston, Barratt O'Hara, and E. M. 
McGuire of the Buck Privates Society, A. E. F. 
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HONOR WAR HEROES. 

Mrs. T. M. Farley and Mrs. William Anderson, gold star 
mothers, unveiled a monument October 10, 1920, in Thatcher's 
Woods, River Forest, in memory of the boys who "went 
west" in the World War. 

The tablet was presented by the Gold Star Mother's As- 
sociation, of which Mrs. B. W. Swift is president. Five 
hundred persons witnessed the ceremony. 

The entire forest preserve was dressed in gold and reds 
of autumn. A thick carpet of leaves covered the ground. 
Addresses were made by Bishop Samuel Fallows, Chief 
Forester Ransom E. Kennicott, the Rev. John L. O'Donnell, 
former Captain and Chaplain of the 132d infantry; Judge 
Fisher, Gen. Abel Davis, and Mrs. Swift. Several County 
Commissioners attended the ceremony. 



ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS, MEMORIAL PARK NAMED 
AFTER WAR HERO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Winthrop Ingersoll have presented the 
Rockford Park Commission $50,000. This was announced by 
the Rockford Commission, October 26, 1920. It is a memorial 
to their son, Lieutenant Clayton C. Ingersoll, who lost his life 
in France while in aviation service. The gift will be used to 
complete the purchase of a public park which will bear Lieu- 
tenant Ingersoll 's name. 



STATUES OF FORMER GOVERNORS PALMER AND 

YATES TO BE PLACED ON STATE 

CAPITOL GROUNDS. 

The Illinois department of public works and buildings 
awarded Tuesday, October 19, 1920, contracts for bronze 
monuments to the memory of John M. Palmer, Major General 
of Volunteers in the Civil War, former governor and United 
States Senator, and for the Civil War governor, Richard 
Yates. They are to be placed in positions in the State House 
grounds. The contract for the Palmer statue was awarded to 
Leonard Crunelle of Chicago, and Albin Polacek of Chicago 
will make the Yates statue. 
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ILLINOIS WOMEN TO GET SEPARATE 
BALLOT BOXES 

Separate ballot boxes for women and separate tally sheets 
were ordered by Attorney General Brundage and Secretary 
of State Emmerson in telegrams, September 3, 1920, to all 
Illinois county clerks. This step is necessary because of 
the possibility of litigation over suffrage. 



METHODISTS PURCHASE SITE FOR TWENTY-STORY 
TEMPLE IN THE LOOP, CHICAGO. 

Announcement of the appointment of the Rev. John 
Thompson, D. D., Superintendent of City Missions, to be pas- 
tor of the First Methodist Church, Clark and Washington 
Streets, was made October 27, 1920, by Bishop Thomas 
Nicholson. 

Dr. Thompson will have supervision of the planning and 
construction of the great twenty story temple which is to re- 
place the building which has long been a land mark on the 
corner. Provision for a ground space of eighty feet on Wash- 
ington and one hundred and eighty-two feet on Clark Street 
was made through the purchase of the fee and leasehold at 
21-27 North Clark Street, announced October 27, by Senator 
George W. Dixon, chairman of the board of trustees. The pur- 
chase was from the Kohn estate and Harry C. Moir for a con- 
sideration of $580,000. The transaction ends years of negotia- 
tion begun by the late Arthur Dixon. 

Several of the lower stories will be used for housing the 
Sunday School, the Epworth League activities, and social 
and recreational rooms. With the completion of the new 
building, the church, which was established in Chicago in 1833, 
and has been on the present site since 1834, will enlarge its 
scope to include civic, social and educational departments 
aimed to meet the needs of a central church in a great city. 

"I regard the project as one of the most significant enter- 
prises in the history of Methodism in the last quarter of a 
century," Bishop Nicholson said. "It will be a great office 
and business building; but its chief interest will be its re- 
ligious side. There will be a great auditorium seating 3,000 
persons. It is planned to have a commanding pulpit with all 
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year round evangelistic and other enterprises. There will be 
a room just off the street for quiet prayer. The rescue work 
of the Juvenile Court, the Americanization program, the 
French Church, and the down town mission work will be pro- 
vided for." 



EQUIPMENT FOR STATE MUSEUM IN CENTENNIAL 
BUILDING SELECTED 

The selection of equipment for the State Museum, which 
will be moved to the Centennial Memorial Building upon its 
completion, was considered by the board of State Museum 
advisers recently. More than $200,000 will be necessary for 
the equipment. 

Members of the board who met were : Charles L. Hut- 
chinson, Chicago ; Prof. Henry B. Ward of the University of 
Illinois; Charles F. Owen, and Charles F. Millspaugh of the 
Field Museum, Chicago, and Edward W. Payne of Spring- 
field. 

Two men who still know the art of making glass flowers 
have been located, and a group of flowers peculiar to the State 
may be incorporated in the exhibit. 



CAPTAIN WILLIAM VINCENT, CIVIL WAR VETERAN, 
DIES AT THE AGE OF 97 YEARS. 

Captain William Vincent died at his home in Galena, 
Illinois, October thirteenth, 1920, aged 97 years. He was 
captain of Co. A, 96th Illinois Volunteers in the Civil War, 
and was wounded in the battle of Chickamauga. He is sur- 
vived by two brothers, four children, twenty-five grandchil- 
dren, and fifteen great-grandchildren. 



CLAYTON E. CRAFTS, FORMER SPEAKER OF THE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

DIES IN CHICAGO. 

Clayton Edward Crafts, attorney and former speaker of 
the Illinois legislature, died at his residence, 5448 Washington 
Boulevard, Chicago, August 26, 1920. He was 72 years old 
and a Chicago pioneer. 
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Mr. Crafts came to Chicago in 1869 to practice law. He 
was elected to the State legislature in 1881, and served con- 
tinuously until 1894. In 1891-92 he was Speaker, the first 
Democrat to hold the position since 1863. He was Chairman 
of the Democratic campaign committee of Cook county in 
1888, when the party carried Cook county for Cleveland and 
Palmer. 

Mr. Crafts is survived by two brothers, P. M. Crafts of 
Mantua, Ohio, and Stanley C. Crafts, and a son and daughter, 
Hawky K. Crafts and Mrs. Frederick W. Job of Chicago. 



EEV. THOMAS DAVENAL BUTLER, CLERGYMAN 
AND CIVIL WAR VETERAN, DIES. 

The Rev. Thomas Davenal Butler, for more than sixty 
years a clergyman of the Christian church, died at his home 
in Batavia, Illinois, October 17, 1920, aged 83 years. He was 
known nationally as church editor of the New York Inde- 
pendent, and associate editor of the Christian Standard of 
Cincinnati, and the Christian Century of Chicago. He was a 
Civil War veteran. 



COL. GEORGE L. PITTENGER, PIONEER OF 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS, DIES. 

Col. George L. Pittenger, 76 years of age, distinguished 
pioneer citizen of southern Illinois, died at Centralia, October 
27, 1920. He was a former mine owner and Colonel on Gov- 
ernors Tanner and Yates staffs, builder of part of the city of 
Centralia, and the Pittenger Hotel and Opera House, and vet- 
eran of the Civil War. Colonel Pittenger raised a regiment 
for the Spanish- American War. He leaves a widow and one 
son, George. 



JOHN HUSTON, FORMERLY MEMBER OF THE LEGIS- 
LATURE, DIES AT BLANDINVILLE, ILLINOIS. 

John Huston, former member of the Illinois Legislature 
from the Thirty-second district, died September 16, 1920, of 
heart trouble at his home in Blandinville. John Huston was 
born near Blandinville, in 1848; his parents settled there in 
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1829. His father, John Huston, was in the Black-Hawk war, 
the first treasurer of McDonough county, member of the legis- 
lature in 1850 and Constitutional Convention of 1848. 

John Huston, second, completed his education at the Old 
South College, Abingdon, In 1870 he married Allie Lovitt, 
He engaged in farming and breeding live stock. In the 80 's 
he was in the front rank as an importer of Percherons. He 
went into the banking business in 1895, the title being the 
Huston Banking Company, of which he was president. He 
was a member of the Illinois Legislature 1908, 1910, 1912, 1914. 
He was a member of the first commission for the observance 
of the Illinois State Centennial. 



MRS. ANNA BURIAN, 104 YEARS OF AGE, 
DIES IN CHICAGO. 

Mrs. Anna Burian, 104 years old, a resident of Chicago 
since 1875 and reputed to be the city's oldest inhabitant, 
realized her wish and died on August 15. 

"I have outlived my span," she had often observed to 
her family. "My husband, my friends, all the old familiar 
faces are gone. I alone am left." Her husband died in 1880. 
They had six children. All are dead. There are eleven grand- 
children, still living, and forty-six great grandchildren, all of 
whom are alive and residents of Chicago. 

Mrs. Burian made her home with a granddaughter, Mrs. 
James Lhotak, 2313 West Fiftieth Street. She was what the 
world terms an old-fashioned woman. She rounded out each 
day with her knitting, Bible reading and housework. She had 
never been inside of a motion picture theater. She retained 
full possession of her faculties until the last. She had never 
worn spectacles. Death occurred after a brief coughing spell. 

She was an exemplar of the healthful attributes of coun- 
try life. There was no restless age in Bohemia when she lived 
there. For twenty-five years she worked beside her husband 
in the harvest fields performing what would be considered 
men's labor in this country. It was to that period that she 
ascribed her remarkable health and vigor. Mrs. Lhotak re- 
called one of her habitual expressions : ' ' My goodness, I think 
I'll live forever and I have seen so much now that I'm tired 
and want to go. It has been a wonderful 100 years." 
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When she was born May 23, 1816, in the little town of 
Smolci, Bohemia, when that ethnographic waif was the vassal 
of Francis I of Austria. Kings and emperors have since 
become passe. Bohemia is now a part of the Czecho-Slovak 
republic. Mrs. Burian remembered the Civil War, the Franco- 
Prussian War, the Spanish-American War, in each of which 
she had relatives. In her life-time there were perfected the 
steam engine, the telephone, and telegraph, the subsea cable, 
the automobile and the airplane. It was when recalling these 
inventions and the consequent advancement of mankind since 
1816 that she was wont to tell her great-grandchildren: "I 
have lived in the greatest century the world has known.' y 

Mrs. Burian was buried in St. Adelbert's Cemetery, 
Chicago. 



MRS. MARY HART OF LIBERTYVILLE, OLDEST RESI- 
DENT OF LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, DIES. 

Mrs. Mary Hart of Libertyville who was a resident of 
Lake Bluff when that community was called Rockland, and is 
believed to be the oldest resident of Lake county, died at her 
home, aged 90 years. Up to her ninetieth anniversary in 
March, she was quite active. 



LETTER OF GEORGE WASHINGTON FOUND IN 
DECATUR, ILLINOIS. 

A letter signed by George Washington and a bas-relief 
of Washington in his youth were among the interesting things 
which were put on exhibition by the Decatur Daughters of the 
American Revolution in the Art Institute in Decatur. The 
letter is of more than usual interest because no one in Decatur 
seemed to know of its existence until a few days ago. 

When the attic of the Millikin homestead was being 
cleaned the letter, with other documents which had at one 
time belonged to Capt. William Bartlett, was found among 
papers which had belonged to Mr. and Mrs. James Millikin. 

The letter was written in Cambridge, Mass., November 5, 
1775, by Washington's secretary but signed boldly by "G. 
Washington.' ' It was written to Captain Bartlett and con- 



419 

tains directions for the transfer of some prisoners. It had 
been folded to form its own envelope and addressed on the 
outside. Because of several other letters also belonging to 
Capt. Bartlett which were with this letter, it is thought that 
the Revolutionary captain was an ancestor of Mrs. Millikin. 
The Washington bas-relief was presented to the D. A. R. 
by Mrs. Elizabeth Wells on October 7, 1920, who gives it to 
be kept in the D. A. R. exhibit in the Art Institute. It is the 
first gift of the sort. It was made by Giselle Durf ee after a 
die made by Lorado Taft. 

SEASON 'S FIRST MEETING. 

The meeting of the Stephen Decatur chapter Thursday, 
October 7, 1920, was the first of the season. Because the 
women wished to see the unusually interesting collection of 
relics, all of which antedate the Civil war, no program was 
planned. Mrs. J. K. Stafford is the chairman of the com- 
mittee which collected the relics, most of which belong to 
members of the chapter. In the collection are chairs, old 
willow ware tea sets, quaint old pierced copper lanterns, pew- 
ter plates, brass candle sticks, pressed glass and charming but 
enormous old combs. 

Relics of the Revolutionary war are more in evidence 
than those of the Civil war. Bunglesome old muskets of 
Colonial days, worn powder horns and a sword used by one 
of Napoleon soldiers in the retreat from Moscow are among 
the mute reminders of earlier wars which are in the exhibit. 
Hooked rugs of wonderful colors hand woven bed spreads, 
and candle molds speak for the part women had in the earlier 
life of the country. 

WILL. ADD TO LIBRARY. 

In the short business session which preceded the opening 
of the exhibition the members decided to make every effort 
to add to the reference library of the chapter. The chapter 
already owns a number of lineage books and probably a dozen 
copies of histories of counties from which some of the mem- 
bers come. To this collection it is proposed to add books on 
genealogy and all county histories or other similar books 
which can be obtained. 

As these books can not usually be bought, it is the plan of 
the chapter to ask the owners to loan them. They will be 
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marked with the owners and the chapter names and will be 
placed in the reference room of the city library where all 
interested may have easy access to them. No one will be 
allowed to remove them from the room. 

The exhibit of relics was open during the month of Octo- 
ber. The articles were well displayed in the two south rooms 
on the second floor of the Art Institute. 



GIFTS OF BOOKS, LETTERS, PICTURES AND MANUSCRIPTS TO 
THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL LIBRARY AND SOCIETY. 

Banks Family of Maine. By Charles Edward Banks, M. D., Boston, 1890. 
Gift of Col. Charles E. Banks, 2018 Prairie Ave., Chicago. 

Bonython Family of Maine. By Charles Edward Banks, M. D., Pub. not 
given. Gift of Col. Charles E. Banks, 2018 Prairie Ave., Chicago. 

Conkling Family. History of the Conkling Family. Typewritten copy. 
Gift of Miss Alice Conkling, Springfield, Illinois. 

Connecticut, Litchfield, Conn. Historic Litchfield. Address delivered at 
the Bi-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Litchfield, August 1, 
1920. By Hon. Morris W. Seymour, LL. D. 

Connecticut. Litchfield, Conn. The Bi-Centennial Celebration of the Settle- 
ment of Litchfield, Conn. By Alain C. White, Litchfield, Conn., His- 
torical Society. These two items gift of Mrs. Morris W. Seymour, 
Litchfield, Conn. 

Currency. Five Dollar Bill on Railroad Bank, paid during the Civil War 
to an employee of the Railroad Decatur, Illinois, Bank. Gift of Mrs. 
H. C. Ettinger, Springfield, Illinois. 

DeLang, Marie Charlotte. 1826-1914. Article from The Chicago Inter- 
Ocean, November 30, 1913. Gift of Mr. Frederick C. Delang, No. 555 
Longwood Ave., Glencoe, Illinois. 

Felt, Dorr E. "Is Organized Labor Slipping?" Address delivered before 
the National Association of Employment Managers, Chicago, December 
13, 1919. 

Felt, Dorr E. "Labor's Position in the Economic Structure." An address 
delivered before the Manufacturers and Wholesale Merchants Board. 
The Cleveland Chamber of Commerce, October 15, 1919. These two 
items gift of Mr. Dorr E. Felt, 1713-1735 N. Paulina St., Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Illinois State. Franklin County, Illinois War History, 1832-1919. Gift of 
Mr. Hal Trovillion, Herron, Illinois. 

Illinois State. Goodman, (Mrs.) L. Belle. Illinois Voters' Handbook, 1914. 
Gift of Mrs. L. Belle Goodman, Champaign, Illinois. 

Illinois Land Book, of various Counties and Townships. Belonged to Chas. 
T. Hillyer, President of the Charter Oak National Bank of Hartford, 
Conn., who was interested to a very large extent in loans upon western 
lands. This volume was secured with other books, maps, etc., in the 
attic of the Hillyer homestead in Hartford, Conn., by Mr. George S. 
Godard, State Librarian, Connecticut State Library, and by him pre- 
sented to the Illinois State Historical Library. 

Illinois State. Williamson County, Illinois, in the World War, 1917, 1918. 
Gift of Mr. Hal Trovillion, Herron, Illinois. 

Lincoln, Abraham. Lincoln at Gettysburg. From the original painting by 
Fletcher C. Ransom. Reproduced and published by The Gerlach-Bark- 
low Company, Joliet, Illinois. Gift of The Gerlach-Barklow Company, 
Joliet, Illinois. 
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Lincoln, Abraham. Framed wreath of Arbor Vitae. This wreath was on 
the casket of Abraham Lincoln at the time of his funeral in Springfield, 
and one of the members of the committee who cared for the flowers, 
handed it to Doctor Philip Gillett, Superintendent of the School for the 
Deaf in Jacksonville, as a souvenir, and it has been retained by the 
family of Doctor Gillett until this time, and by them presented to the 
Illinois State Historical Library. 

Lytle Family. Chart of, prepared by Leonard Lytle of Detroit, Mich. Gift 
of Mr. Leonard Lytle of Detroit, Mich. 

Maps. Illinois Traveller. H. S. Tanner. Map, 1830. Published in Phila- 
delphia. Gift of Mrs. Clara Kern Bayliss, Kent, Ohio. 

Means, (Rev.) W. E. The First Old Methodist Episcopal Church, Paris, 
Illinois, 1837-1855. By Rev. W. E. Means. Gift of Rev. W. E. Means, 
Paris, Illinois. 

Newspapers. DeKalb County News, March 6, 1867, to December 18, 1867. 
(Except May 8, July 10.) January 8, 1868, to February 26, 1868. De- 
Kalb Printing Association. R. Hopkins, President. 

Newspapers. DeKalb County News. March 4, 1868, to December 23, 1868. 
(Except July 8.) January 6, 1869, to May 26, 1869. DeKalb Printing 
Association. K. Stiles, Ed. Gift of H. W. Fay. Custodian Lincoln 
Monument, Springfield, Illinois. 

Newspapers. Montgomery News, June 8, 1920, containing an account of 
the Silver Anniversary for Rev. Ezra Keller, Pastor of St. Paul's Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of Hillsboro, Illinois. Gift of Mr. I. S. Black- 
welder, Chicago. 

Park College, Mo., Bulletin. Catalog Number, 1920-1921. Gift of Mrs. 
George A. Lawrence, Galesburg, Illinois. 

Robbins, Edward E. Memorial Address on the Life and Character of 
Edward Everett Robbins, delivered in the House of Representatives of 
the United States, January 27, 1919. Gift of Hon. Richard Yates, 
Member of Congress, Washington, D. C. 

Shabbona. Ottawa Indian Chief. Photograph. Gift of H. W. Fay, Cus- 
todian Lincoln Monument, Springfield, Illinois. 

Venner, Thomas. Thomas Venner, the Boston Wine-Cooper and fifth mon- 
archy man. Reprinted from the New England Historical and Genea- 
logical Register for October, 1893.Gift of Col. Charles E. Banks, 2018 
Prairie Ave., Chicago. 

The Washington Sketch Book. Supplement No. 5 for Illinois. (2 copies.) 
Gift of Mrs. George A. Lawrence, Galesburg, Illinois. 

The Wonder Book of the World War. Gift of Mrs. George A. Lawrence, 
Galesburg, Illinois. 



